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Monthly Meeting

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 8, 2011, NOON 
AT WESTVIEW INN

GUEST SPEAKER:

Ray Johnson, West Salem Postmaster
Our meetings offer networking, information, resources, and a relaxed atmosphere where everyone is welcome.  Please plan to attend our meetings!  Your membership dues cover an excellent buffet lunch for one representative of your business.

Monthly Update
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         May 11, 2011
Meeting called to order at 12:00 p.m. by President Pete Ames.  

After introductions and buffet lunch, the regular meeting commenced. 

Minutes

Motion by Dan Baldridge, seconded by Brett Welch to approve the minutes of the April regular meeting.  Motion approved.

Guest Speaker

La Crosse County District Attorney Tim Gruenke spoke to the membership about the services the District Attorney’s office can provide to businesses through the Bounce Back program in the collection of nonsufficient funds checks.

Committee Reports

Treasurer’s Report

Treasurer Patty Gjertsen distributed the Association bank balance, and there are currently 93 paid 2011 members.   The general association bank balance is $6,827.06, and the Celebrate West Salem account balance is $865.28.

Motion by Patty Gjertsen, seconded by Jo Baldridge to approve the Treasurer’s report as presented.  Motion approved.

Membership and Recognition Committee

President Ames announced the opening of Finders Keepers on Commerce Street.  Anyone with information on a new business, business achievements, and business recognitions should call Jill Hamilton for a special recognition on behalf of the Association. 

Downtown Flowerpots

Patty Gjertsen informed the group fourteen flowerpots will be placed downtown the week of May 16.  

Village-Wide Clean up

Margette Quam announced the Village clean up will not be rescheduled.  The April 16 clean up was cancelled due to winter weather conditions.  Coulee Christian School will be conducting a clean up on May 16.  

June Dairy Days

The guest speaker for the June Dairy Days Kick Off Breakfast will be Steve Doyle.  Brochures are now available, and there are also brochures on the June Dairy Days website.  

Golf Outing
President Ames has set the annual golf outing date for August 10 at Fox Hollow.  Mr. Ames would like assistance in promotions and the structure of the event.  Tony Roberts volunteered to assist in the event.

Spotlight Business of the Month

Coulee Tri-State Financial Services was chosen as the Business Spotlight of the Month.

Motion by Patty Gjertsen, seconded by Nicole Vidal to adjourn the meeting at 12:50 p.m.  Motion unanimously approved.






Teresa L. Schnitzler, Secretary
***************************************************************************************************
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	 June 12, 2011
Swarthout Park, West Salem, WI 

Challenge yourself to an experience of a lifetime.

  Registration closes at 5 pm on June 10th. 
  Sprint and Team Distance: 1/4 mile swim, 17 mile bike, 3.1 mile run 

Intermediate Distance: 0.9 mile swim, 24 mile bike, 6.2 mile run


West Salem Business Association

Board of Directors

May 9, 2011
Meeting called to order at 11:30 a.m. by President Pete Ames.  Directors in attendance were:  Sue Ahles, Patty Gjertsen, Julie Kendhammer, and Teresa Schnitzler.   Also present:  Tony Roberts.

Minutes

Motion by Patty Gjertsen, seconded by Sue Ahles to approve the minutes of the April regular Board meeting as written.  Motion unanimously approved.  

Treasurer’s Report
Patty Gjertsen reported the bank balance is $6,791.73, and there are 91 paid members to date.  Total membership in 2010 was 112 members. 

Motion by Julie Kendhammer, seconded by Sue Ahles to approve the treasurer’s report as presented.  Motion approved.

Guest Speakers
The speaker for the May regular meeting will be La Crosse County District Attorney Tim Gruenke.  The June speaker will be West Salem Postmaster Ray Johnson, and the scheduled July speaker is Errol Kindschy to speak on the 100 year anniversary of the downtown fire.  

Student Honors Banquet
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President Pete Ames attended the Student Honors Banquet last month, and he felt the banquet was well done and well attended.

June Dairy Days Kick Off Breakfast Speaker
Steve Doyle is the scheduled speaker for the Friday, June 3 June Dairy Days Kickoff Breakfast.  

Annual La Crosse Area YMCA Got Energy Triathlon
The YMCA Triathlon is scheduled for Sunday, June 12, and the event schedulers are requesting items for goody bags.  

Downtown Flowerpots
Dan Eoriatti and Patty Gjertsen will take care of planting and placing the downtown flower pots.  
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Annual Golf Outing
President Ames reported the golf outing is set for Wednesday, August 10, beginning at 2:30 p.m.  
New Business
Greg Romskog has recently opened “Finders Keepers” on Commerce Street.  

Motion by Sue Ahles, seconded by Julie Kendhammer to adjourn the meeting at 12:23 p.m. Motion approved.



Respectfully submitted,

Teresa L. Schnitzler
***********************************************
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Monthly Newsletter


Please feel free to submit your suggestions, articles for the newsletter, and your comments!

The next meeting of the Board of Directors is July 13, 2011, at 11:30 a.m. at Features Sports Bar & Grill, West Salem
www.westsalemwi.org

BUSINESS “SPOTLIGHT” OF THE MONTH
COULEE COUNTRY FINANCIAL SERVICES

W4615 Settlers Trail, West Salem

Phone:  (608) 792-9049

CONGRATULATIONS, COULEE COUNTRY FINANCIAL SERVICES AND BRETT P. WELCH.
Your business has been “spotlighted” as Business of the Month for June!

I have operated as an Independent Financial Services Representative since June of 2006 and prior to that, I spent fourteen years with the Mutual of Omaha companies in La Crosse.  I left Mutual of Omaha with the aspiration of building my own practice where I could offer my clients the very best products and services without bias toward any particular company.  I created Coulee Country Financial Services and operate with support from many groups.  This network allows me to access insurance and financial tools many others simply do not have.  

My clients typically fall into two categories.  There are those who simply want to purchase an insurance or investment product from the “financial megastore” I have created.  Those items include things like health insurance for individuals and businesses, disability insurance, Medicare products to replace or enhance Medicare, and, of course, life insurance to protect their loved ones as well as investment products.  The second category of clients is those who hire me to be the architect of their “financial house” as it were.  In this case, I work with them on an on-going basis lending my advice and recommending appropriate financial products, both from my store as well as products offered through my network.  Some examples of this would include property and casualty insurance for their autos, homes and businesses, as well as legal advice and counseling, and even mortgage services.  Consultations are free since I make my living from my financial store.

I operate my business from an office in my home so it is always better to call first.  My wife, Julie, works as an elementary school teacher at North Woods, and my two teenage daughters, Ellie and Anna, attend Logan High School.  Having them here part of the time means many of my clients enjoy doing business from the comfort of their own homes and businesses because I make house calls.

If you would like to find out more about the One Stop Shopping I offer to my clients, please give me a call.  I would enjoy the opportunity to find out more about your business and family and will do my best for you.
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Lake District Press Release
Where does the time go? 
In honor of the 10th Anniversary of the completion of the dredging of Lake Neshonoc, the Lake Neshonoc Protection and Rehabilitation District and the Friends of Lake Neshonoc are pleased to announce that they are planning a one-day appreciation and celebration fundraiser. This commemoration of the historic restoration dredging of Lake Neshonoc will take place on August 6th in Swarthout Park on the shores of Lake Neshonoc. 

Volunteer organizers are planning an entire day of fun starting with a pancake breakfast at the park sponsored by the Friends and the West Salem Volunteer Fire Department. There will be a special fishing contest in the morning where one lucky angler could catch a tagged crappie worth $1,000, and all other tagged fish will be double the payment if caught during the morning. This contest runs concurrently with the fishing contest sponsored by the Friends from May 28th thru Labor Day. 
Other events throughout the day will include a Corn Hole tournament, chipping waffle balls for cash, and other family entertainment.  There will be BBQ’d food prepared by Jerry Beyer’s Big Boar BBQ along with hot dogs, beverages and Jolivette’s roasted sweet corn will be available.  In the evening, music will be provided by West Salem’s own Mark IV.  There will be a silent auction, fish bowl, special raffles including a Beyer’s Cabinet donated 12-gun cabinet, and a Green Bay Packer table with autographed and other memorabilia going on throughout the day. 

The Lake District wants to use this Special Event to thank all of the volunteers, organizations, government entities, businesses, and especially the residents of the Neshonoc Lake District who help support the Lake District through numerous fundraisers and a small special tax assessment that made the dredging possible. 

[image: image13.wmf]The 800-acre lake was dredged over the 2000/2001 time period with over 1.1 million cubic yards of sediment removed from the lake and deposited on the East end of the old Lakeview County Farm. The dredge disposal site is also now benefitting La Crosse County which uses it to drain storm water for the Lakeview Business Park.  The dredging resulted in much better water quality and clarity along with additional fish habitat structure and boat channels. The fishery is doing great and residents in Coulee Region are using the lake for recreational activities as never before. This beneficial project should insure the longevity and vitality of Lake Neshonoc for 50 years or more. 
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Please come and join us at Swarthout Park on Saturday August 6th for a fun day of activities and entertainment to celebrate the 10th anniversary of the “rebirth” of Lake Neshonoc and allow us to show our appreciation for your support in saving Lake Neshonoc for future generations. 
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Sponsored by the Neshonoc Lake District and the Friends of Lake Neshonoc Committee.  Article contributed by District Chair James Leicht.  
**********************************************
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PATHWAYS

Downtown Revitalization Project

PATHWAYS encompasses seven blocks in downtown West Salem with improvements for pedestrians and bicyclists.  From the La Crosse River State Trail, PATHWAYS will advance economic development and improve tourism.  It provides safe connections to the Village parks, bike shelter, residential neighborhoods, and traffic calming, while creating an esthetically inviting streetscape.  Improvements provide multimodal pathways, decorative lighting, benches, green space, and easily readable signs.  A logical link to and around the downtown area is created, with dedicated options for pedestrians and bicyclists, promoting walking and bicycling for work and recreation.

Randy Sanford, Short Elliott Hendrickson, Inc., is our guest speaker on July 13, 2011.  Please plan to attend the July regular meeting to learn more about this downtown improvement project! 
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